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On January 22, 1973, I arrived home about 3:00 p.m. from my classes at Sac State to get ready for my job at Weinstocks that evening.  The radio was playing some music, and I was alone doing some household chores when suddenly I heard on the radio, “The United States Supreme Court has just announced that the unborn are not persons in the Constitutional sense, and therefore expectant mothers have a right to an abortion, thus striking down all abortion laws in the United States.”


“Oh no,” I exclaimed to no one, and ran to my study room, grabbed a dictionary, and opened it to the appendix where there was a copy of the Constitution.  I read the Preamble, and found what I knew was written there, “to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.”  I was dumb-founded, but I was also hooked and determined that if at all possible, Roe should not last in my lifetime,


I wrote a letter to the editor of the Sacramento Bee, explaining why I thought that the Unborn were in fact members of Posterity.  My letter somehow ended up in the Sacramento Union some three months later.  I have tried to retrieve the letter or a copy, but without success.

My next few years, finishing at Sac State and then McGeorge School of Law, were hectic.  I had a family to support, the GI Bill, and very little time for anything but classes, study, work, and on Sundays, time with the family at St. Rose Church for mass and lunch on campus.  I did find time to prepare a rather sketchy essay on Roe, which some found interesting.

Recently, Brother Chuck Cuny asked that perhaps I could prepare an article or series for the Paladin. After a discussion with Paladin editor, Brother Gene Gobbo, and Advocacy of the Culture of Life Chairman, John Mizerak, we agreed that present article, in serial form would have value to Council members and their families. Therefore what I propose to do, over the next few months, in installments, is set out the history of Roe v. Wade, and my participation in the dialog, where we stand today, and what, hopefully, will be done in the near future.  The next installment will kick off the series and cover the “Early Roe” years between that radio announcement and the Webster Case, the first case in which I participated, followed by Casey, Stenberg v. Carhart, Scheidler v. Carhart, Michigan Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act Case, and finally, Gonzalez, dealing with the Federal Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act. There is one California Case that I will discuss, as well.

I wish to state at the outset, my gratitude to Del, my wife of 38 years who has unwaveringly stood at my side, the parish, and all the folks there who knew what I was doing, and were quietly supportive, and to my Brother Knights for bearing with all the missed meetings.

I also wish to express my gratitude to the Pacific Justice Institute, with whom I am affiliated with, and in particular Brad Dacus, President, with whom I had worked with previously at the Rutherford Institute.
